
Is the child 8
yrs. or older?

Does the child fit
the safety belt

properly? Child must
pass 5-Step Test

Child is ready to use the vehicle
safety belts. State law requires

children to use safety belts
properly. Lap/shoulder belts are

more protective than lap-only
belts

State law requires proper
belt fit. Go back to "start"
and follow "no" responses to
first two questions to see
how a booster can provide

added safety.

Is the child
4'9" tall or

taller?

Is the child
over 40
pounds?

A forward-facing car seat with a
harness fits a child to at least 40

lbs, and provides the best
protection while the child fits by
height and weight. do not move a

child into a booster seat too soon.

Does the vehicle
have any lap/

shoulder belts in the
back seat?

Can vehicle be
retrofitted w/
lap/shoulder

belts?

It is unsafe to use a booster w/a lap-
only belt. When only lap belts are

present, state law does not require
booster use. Ideally, try:
* EZ-On vest or harness

* A forward-facing seat w/ a harness
rated to more than 40 lbs.

This is highly recommended
for the safety of any

passengers over 40 lbs.

In a seating position with lap
and shoulder belts, does this
position have a head support?

Is the child relatively
young, still tends to nap

while in the car?

A high-back booster would
position the lap/shoulder
belt, and provide whiplash

protection.

  Either a no-back or high-back booster
are options.

  A high-back booster would provide proper belt
positioning, and a place to rest the head.
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